
Bringing innovation  
to l ife together

Supp or ting the 
transformation of the 
industrial  platform 

By asserting its vocation in both R&D  
and production on a national, European 
and global level, Lyon Métropole has  
the ambition of “bringing innovation  
to life together” in the valley to develop 
its economic attractiveness and improve 
its quality of life. This collective dynamic 
brings together public and private 
partners to support the transformation  
of the industrial ecosystem by mobilizing 
3 levers: 

   sustainability of existing industrial 
activities, 

   strengthening business productivity and 
competitiveness, 

   introducing new complementary 
activities on the territory. 

The economic and industrial transformation of the Vallée 
requires a diversification of the traditional chemical sector  
and the creation of a combined value chain with related  
sectors such as energy, environment and cleantech. 

Lyon Vallée de la Chimie has been 
known and recognized as the 
cradle of the chemical industry, 
operating since the 1850s. As 
a strategic territory of Lyon 
Métropole, the Vallée forms a 
leading ecosystem of innovation 
and industrial production for the 
chemical, energy, environmental 
and cleantech sectors. 

At the southern gateway of Lyon Métropole,  
Lyon Vallée de la Chimie enjoys a strategic location with easy  
connections to various modes of transportation. 

Lyon has chosen the Vallée de la Chimie to demonstrate its specific 
characteristics as a manufacturing, attractive, and innovative metropolis.  
It functions as an important source of value creation, both in terms  
of jobs and wealth. 

A manufacturing  
Lyon Métrop ole within  
a strategic territory 

  Enriching environment-related 
activities, in particular by creating  
an innovative and experimental 
“productive landscapes” sector. 

Combined  
and  

complementary  
sectors 

At  the hear t  
of  industrial  Europ e 

R&D CENTERS   
of national and 

global reach 

With 4 major industrial sites labeled "showcase of the industry of the future" in the territory  
(AIR LIQUIDE, FRAMATOM, GRAVOTECH, SNCF), the capitalization on the industrial base  
and support for business growth is a major priority of the Métropole Fabricante, registered  
within the Lyon economic strategy.
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A MODEL OF INDUSTRIAL VOCATION 

ENVIRONMENT 

A PROMISING LIVING 
AND WORKING ENVIRONMENT 

Improving the l iving  
and working environment 
and increasing  
the area’s  app eal 

To sustainably improve the quality of life, the territorial strategy  
of the Vallée explores a variety of concrete actions and cultivates 
local participatory dynamics. 

Transforming the landscape, identifying and 
acting on nuisances, developing an economical 
and efficient habitat regarding risks, improving 
mobility options for both residents and 
employees, and preserving, enhancing and 
revealing the territory’s resources... 
The transformation of the living environment 
in the Vallée abounds in initiatives that feeds 
3 main projects: 

   renovation of 5,000 private homes as part 
of France’s largest Technological Risk 
Prevention Plan (PPRT), 

   planning of public spaces serving 
sustainable connected mobility,

   protection and promotion of the territory’s 
rich natural and cultural heritage. 
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The Lyon Vallée de la Chimie Task Force manages the area’s master 
plan up to 2030, as part of a partnership framework including 10 major 
industrial companies, the Préfecture, the Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes Region, 
and the Rhône-Alpes Chemical Industry Union. 

The team promotes a strategic vision, contained in a Reference Guide Plan developed 
with OMA / BASE / Suez Consulting. It ensures the development of economic and 
urban planning projects around 6 transformation levels to: 

The Lyon Vallée de la Chimie 
Task Force 

The opportunities created by 
the “Call of the 30!” are unique 
in Europe: the Lyon Métropole 
ecosystem of entrepreneurship and 
innovation is built on supporting 
excellence, confidence in initiative 
and innovative partnerships.   

Alain CONSONNI,  
Manager at Kem One / Saint-Fons 

IFP Energies Nouvelles has a long-
standing partnership with local 
authorities and plays a decisive 
role in structuring the projects 
that make up the innovation and 
technology transfer network of the 
territory’s ecosystem, thus actively 
contributing to its economic 
development. 

Christine MALLARD,
Quality, Safety  
and Environment Department  
at IFP Energies Nouvelles 

Lyon is and will remain an industrial 
metropolitan area of reference.  
David KIMELFELD,  
Chairman of the Lyon Métropole 

Positioning La Vallée as a 
production site within a strategic 
and value generating landscape, 
means preserving the territory’s 
industrial DNA while generating 
new practices and uses, leaving lots 
of room for development.   

Reinier DE GRAAF,  
Partner at OMA 

In 2017, public and private partners 
launched VALDEN, a strategic, forward-
looking partnership approach. Led 
by Lyon Métropole, it aims to build 
a specific common vision in terms 
of energy (supply and production) 
and waste management (collection, 
treatment and recovery). 

ATTRACTING POOLING ENERGY FACILITATING THE TERRITORY’S 
AND WASTE TRANSFORMATION, TAKING
POTENTIAL: VALDEN INTO ACCOUNT ITS INHABITANTS 

Working together is inscribed in La Vallée’s DNA 

The future of the Vallée de la Chimie is 
being written by all partners involved: 
industries, associations, employees 
and residents. The Association for 
the Sustainable Development of 
Lyon Vallée de la Chimie brings 
together all stakeholders 
and works to share best 
environmental practices with 
constant progress in mind. 

As a call for innovative projects, the  
“Call of the 30!” brings together 
industrials, municipalities, public 

stakeholders, and technical and 
financial partners in offering 

public and private land as well as 
location solutions for cleantech 
project holders. Since 2014, the 

two editions of this exemplary 
partnership dynamic have 

actively contributed to the 
Vallée’s economic and 
territorial renewal. 

INNOVATIVE 
PROJECTS:

MULTINATIONALS 
18

MUNICIPALITIES 
14 

  Advancing traditional 
chemical sector 
activities (synthetic and 
specialty chemicals, 
petrochemicals, refining) 
and transitioning them 
to cleantech to turn the 
Vallée into a benchmark 
European platform. 

  Developing the energy 
sector with renewable 
energy production 
methods to strengthen 
the Vallee’s strategic 
position within the Lyon 
metro area. 

ENERGYCHEMICAL

  2000 
RESEARCHERS 

A METROPOLITAN HUB 
WITH EUROPEAN CONNECTIONS 

1 international airport 
Lyon-Saint Exupéry   
(offering flights to 100 cities, 
including 70 international 
destinations), with a HST station 

Lyon Harbour,  
heading a network of  
18 multimodal platforms from 
Lyon to the Mediterranean

2 HST stations 
within the city:   
Lyon Part-Dieu  
and Lyon Perrache 

1 dense 
motorway 
network   
and efficient 
logistics solutions  

1 international 
freight 
network  
accessible via the 
“Sibelin” national 
marshaling yard 

the economic fabric around 
chemical, energy and envi-
ronmental activities.

 

renewable energy 
production to make  
the Vallée an integrated 
energy territory.

routes linking the  
Vallée’s balms, islands  
and noteworthy  
natural sites. 

the Vallée’s public 
transportation network.

the use of waterways. productive landscapes 
activities.

DIVERSIFY DEVELOP 

STRENGTHEN EXTENDIMPROVE 

CREATE 

LYON MÉTROPOLE
Vallée de la Chimie Task Force 

20 rue du Lac - CS 33569   
69505 LYON Cedex 03 
Visitor address:  
avenue Diderot - 69190 SAINT-FONS 

04 69 64 59 20
valleedelachimie@grandlyon.com
www.appeldes30.fr
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Steam 45 bars – 350°C 

Electricity Ultra-high voltage (225 kV)

Industrial fluids Industrial water, demineralized water, firewater 

Industrial gas Natural gas, nitrogen and hydrogen, compressed air 

Effluents treatment Industrial water treatment plant (Gepeif)

Security Security governance contract for the South Lyon  
and Pierre-Bénite industrial platforms 
Saint-Fons and Total Feyzin intervention and rescue  
platforms (100 professional firefighters specialized in chemical risks) 

Available service   Ultra high-speed optical fiber 

Vers Vers 

To Part-Dieu Railway Station

FEYZINIRIGNY
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PIERRE-BÉNITE

SOLAIZE

VERNAISON

LYON

Lyon Harbour

Sibelin Marshalling Yard

Total Refining and Petrochemicals

Waste power plant

Gaya (Engie)

Compagnie Nationale du Rhône

Total Research Center

Air Liquide

Axel’One Innovative Materials

Vencorex R&D

Solvay RICL

Elkem Silicones

Kem One

Solvay Belle Étoile

Arkema Factory and R&D
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Novacyl

Laboratoire Aguettant

Axel’One Innovative Processes

Axelera

IFP Énergies Nouvelles
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A450

To Marseille

To Grenoble

Boulevard
Laurent Bonnevay

Boulevard
Urbain Sud

Perrache Railway StationPerrache Railway Station       INDUSTRY      ENERGY 

The Lyon Vallée de la Chimie industrial platform offers 
a favorable framework for the set-up of new businesses 
and the development of innovative projects. With high-
performance services and dedicated support, value-chain 
integration is facilitated for activities in R&D, demonstration, 
experimentation and production.

49% of renewable and recovery energy consumed within the Lyon 
Métropole is already produced in the Vallée, which gives it an ideal 
position to focus on innovation in renewable energy. 

A new sector has emerged from the Vallée de la Chimie testing grounds  
and soils, coming from the need to sustainably manage natural resources  
in the city and to use the landscape as a new opportunity to create value. 

Lyon Métropole and the Vallée de la Chimie Task 
Force provide real opportunities for new projects 
in the chemical, energy, and environmental sectors 
with dozens of hectares of land, real estate 
solutions and possibilities for support and synergy 
with companies already present in the Vallée.

Par ticipating  
in the dynamics  
of  industrial  change 

Unfold salvage and 
renewable energy 

UTILITIES AND SHARES SERVICES 

SHARED SERVICES AND PRODUCTS 
EXISTING OPERATIONS 

AN EXCEPTIONAL ECOSYSTEM OF INNOVATION AND TRAINING

DEMONSTRATORS UNDER CONSTRUCTION 

LAND AND REAL ESTATE
SOLUTIONS 

PERSONALIZED 

COLLABORATION 
PROSPECTS FOR 

SUPPORT

WITH MANUFACTURERS 

The Métropole’s energy strategy coordinates 
4 objectives in the Vallée: 

   develop the competitiveness of traditional 
and innovative industries for which energy 
costs are decisive,  

   support the roll out of research and 
development programs on the Factory  
of the future, decarbonized solutions  
and renewable energy storage,

   move towards a logic of a connected 
energy-waste industrial platform,

   contribute to the European objective  
of a shift to 20% renewable energy 
consumption by 2020.

   Terre et Lac-Langa is a photovoltaic power 
plant run by a single operator that has 
brought together, following the Call of the 
30!, all of the Vallée's private and public 
owners, resulting in covering  
87,000 m2 of roofs and car parks with a 
developed capacity of 7.7 MWp, which 
represents 1/3 of solar power currently 
installed throughout the Lyon Métropole.

   Gaya is an experimental platform for 
innovative biomethane production 
derived from dry biomass. The objective 
is to produce a green gas that can be 
transported through existing networks or 
used directly as fuel. 

Based on available land opportunities proposed in the 2 editions of the Call of the 30!  
and thanks to the territory’s large available skillpool, the productive landscapes sector 
experiments with a great diversity of functions: 

Economic development while preserving the environment, circular economy as a lever 
for urban and agronomic experimentation, and the creation of value and jobs are the 
driving forces behind this sector of excellence. 

8 projects have been chosen by the Métropole to develop biomass, soil decontamination  
and fertilization projects on land abandoned or constrained by the PPRT, including: 

   Serpol: this pilot site for soil 
decontamination through 
phytoremediation in Feyzin aims to 
create interest among all the Vallée's 
manufacturers. 

   Terres fertiles: this platform for the 
upcycling and fertilization of excavated soil 
is supported by 6 companies in the Lyon 
agglomeration and affects all excavated 
soil in the metropolitan area. 

 Oxygen 
 Nitrogen 
 Hydrogen 
  Fluorinated 
refrigerants 
  Fluorinated technical 
polymers 
 Silicone products 
 PVC 
 Superchlorinated PVC 
 Hydrochloric acid 

 Bleach 
 Acetylsalicylic acid 
 Salicylic esters 
 Food flavoring 
 Polyamides 
 Nylon 
 Technical plastics 
 Waste treatment 

(WEEE, polluted soil) 
 Refining 
 Petrochemicals 

Innovation  
clusters 

Research  
centers 

Higher education 
establishments and 
universities of Lyon 

AXELERA   
 Chemicals, environment, and energy issues 

AXEL’ONE   
 Collaborative innovation platform: materials and processes 

ARKEMA R&D   
 Energy process optimization, biosourced chemistry 

IFPEN   
 Oil and renewable energy 

SOLVAY RICL   
 Materials, processes and organic chemistry 

TOTAL CRES   
 Lubricants, fuels and bitumen  

ADISSEO   
 Chemical processes 

ELKEM SILICONES   
 Silicone technologies 

VENCOREX   
 Applications formulations and chemical processes 

INTERFORA - IFAIP   
 Training and consulting center focused  

on the chemical and process industries 

CPE LYON   
 School of chemistry, physics 

INSA LYON   
 Engineering school, courses in materials science  

and engineering and biosciences 

UNIVERSITÉ CLAUDE BERNARD LYON 1   
 Bachelor, master and doctorate in chemistry 

   Land holdings within active 
industrial sites, to facilitate new 
collaborations within the industrial 
platform. 

   A complete real estate offer: 
consisting of both immediately 
available premises within the 
Axel'One innovation platforms in 
Saint-Fons and Solaize, real estate 
projects under development and 
conversions on active industrial sites. 

   Opportunities for energy and 
productive landscapes projects. 

   Sites available to host new shared 
services for the 10,000 employees 
working in the Lyon Vallée de la 
Chimie. 

Lyon Métropole and the  
Vallée de la Chimie Task Force 
have grouped together a large 
number of entities in the region 
that are likely to support project 
holders in high-stakes sectors on 
a case-by-case basis: 

   environmental and regulatory 
technical engineering (taking 
into account technological 
risks, relations with government 
departments, urban and 
architectural design, site 
preparation and development, etc.), 

   financial engineering, with the 
support of measures and tools 
at local, regional, national and 
European level. 

Bringing innovation to life together also means forging 
partnerships with a wide range of major French and 
international benchmark industrial manufacturers. 

8 PROJECTS   
ON 3 LOTS WITHIN A21HA SITE0U S E  O F 

AGRICULTURAL
A N D  F E R T I L E  L A N D *
*in new development projects

GOAL

JOBSBY  
2020

€5 M INVEST-
MENT 

FOR 

A
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Pro ductive landscap es  
as new industry 

 Analytical laboratories 

 Shared restaurant facilities 

 Business association: 
Association for the 
Sustainable Development 
of the Vallée de la Chimie 
(ADDVC): management  
of a range of employee 
services (inter-company  
travel plan,  
concierge service, 
entertainment, etc.) 

R&D

Production

Recycling

Vallée de la Chimie 
Task Force

     E N V I R O N M E N T

S E T T I N G U P A P R E S E N C E I N T H E VA L L E Y

A METROPOLITAN STRATEGY 

LYON VALLÉE DE LA CHIMIE AS AN INTEGRATED ENERGY TERRITORY

Many projects, such as upcycling of renewable natural and industrial resources,  
and continued innovation in biofuels, biomass, and biomethane processes,  
are under development with the goal to create an efficient integrated energy territory:  

Hydraulic 

CHP 
energy recovery 

Biogas 
methanation 

BiomassHydrogen Geothermal 
energy

Wasted 
heat

Solar power Power grid 

Creating living soil 
by fertilizing inert soil 

Biomass cultivation 

Wood biomass 
preparation platform

Encouraging 
plant fencing

Esthetics of an 
industrial 
landscape 

Valorization, storage, 
transformation 

and use of fertile land 

Treatment and 
regeneration 
on industrial 

structures 

Soil 
decontamination 

through 
phytoremediation

Reintroduction 
of biodiversity, 

through protection 
and renaturation strategies

ONGOING PROJECTS 

ONGOING PROJECTS

Refinery and 
petrochemical 

companies 

Chemical 
synthesis 

companies 
(factories and 
R&D centers) 

 

Traditional 
energy 

providers 

Producers 
of bio-sourced 

molecules 

Recycling 
companies 

Green 
energy 

providers 

R&D through 
Open 

Innovation 

Clients 
including 
material 

manufacturers 

Process 
engineering 

and equipment 
manufacturers 

Specialty 
and fine 
chemical 

companies 
(including 

SMEs and ISEs)  

TODAY 

TOMORROW
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WELCOME TO THE LAND OF INNOVATION 


