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ACTIVITIES
The CNR (Compagnie Nationale du Rhône), founded in 1933, received the concession of 
the most powerful French river by the French Government in 1934, in order to develop 
and exploit it according to three interdependent missions: electricity production, 
navigation, irrigation and other agricultural uses. 

CNR is France’s leading producer of 100% renewable energy. It produces and operates 
an annual average of over 15 TWh from its mix of hydraulic, wind and photovoltaic 
installations. As an expert in intermittent energy, it manages the entire value chain 
and plays a major role on European electricity markets. CNR’s capital is mainly public-
owned: the Caisse des Dépôts and local authorities hold more than 50% of its shares 
and Engie, the reference shareholder, 49.97%. 

Working for the sustainable development of the Rhône territory is an integral part of 
its development model, based on the redistribution of part of the value created in the 
territories where the electricity is produced.  

CNR IN LYON VALLÉE DE LA CHIMIE
> The Port of Lyon:

70 businesses on 184 ha providing 2,000 jobs. 
Traffic, all modes: 11.8 million tons in 2015. 

> The Pierre-Bénite lock and dam and hydroelectric power station:
Four 20-MW hydroelectric production units. 
Production: 535 M KWh/year. 

> The Solaize-Sérézin-Ternay industrial and port site:
13 businesses, 344 jobs on 52.4 ha. 

> The Loire-Saint-Romain industrial and port site:
16 businesses, 375 jobs on 70.3 ha.

HEAD OFFICE

Lyon, France

KEY FIGURES 

>  Gross 2015 turnover: 
1.1 billion euros

>  Industrial and river 
heritage: 
-  19 large 

hydroelectric 
power stations and 
dams on the river 

-  19 small and mini 
hydroelectric 
power stations 

-  32 wind farms 
-  14 photovoltaic 

power stations 
-  14 wide-gauge 

locks from Lyon to 
the Mediterranean

-  330 km of wide-
gauge navigable 
waterways 

>  27 industrial and 
port sites and 
industrial zones 

>  1,372 employees 

>  2015 river transport: 
5.11 million tons 
transported on the 
river
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